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JULIUS CAESAR 


A PHOTO-MASTERPIECE 
from the 
GEORGE KLEINE CYCLE OF FILM CLASSICS 
On Six Reels 


ENDORSEMENTS!!! 


EDWARD MAYER, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, De- 
partment o Visual Instruction 
“Julius Caesar’, your six reel photo-masterpiece, has 
proved to be one of our greatest films from the point of 
view of a distributor. The writer has viewed the film 
about ten times, and I dare say he will view it many 
more, but at no time has his interest waned”’. 


HUGH W. NORMAN, INDIANA UNIVERSITY, Bureau of 
Visual Instruction 
“We have distributed the film ‘Julius Caesar’ during the 
ast year to a number of Schools and organizations in 
ndiana. I wish there were more pictures of this type 
that we could offer to Schools and other community or- 
ganizations’’. 


VICTOR D. HILL, OHIO UNIVERSITY, Department of 
Classical Languages 
“The Photoplay ‘Julius Caesar’ is a production of un- 
usually high quality. Besides being of great educational 
value it appeals to general audiences wherever shown. 
Since the beginning of its distribution to the Schools of 
Ohio under the auspices of Ohio University it has in 
every instance brought expressions of hearty approval 
and satisfaction, whether shown by the Schools them- 
selves or as a public exhibition in local theaters cooperating 
with the Schools’’. 


GEORGE 


WM. H. DUDLEY, UNIVERSITY OF* WISCONSIN, Bureau 
of Visual Instruction 
“In a collection of educational motion picture films now 
aggregating over four thousand reels, ‘Julius Caesar’ 
— above all the others in educational value and de- 
man 


FRANCES E. SABIN, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN, 
Assistant Professor of Latin 
“I consider the ‘Julius Caesar’ film of great value in 
helping High School girls and boys to visualize the setting 
for Latin texts’’ 


WELLINGTON PATRICK, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, 
Department of University Extension 

“The film ‘Julius Caesar’ has been in use in Kentucky 
for the past eight months and has been distributed very 
widely. The demand became so great that we had to 
ask for another print_and there has been continual in- 
terest in the film by Clubs, Schools, and other organiza- 
tions throughout the State. There has never been a 
single disappointed customer and this it seems to me is 
one of the highest testimonials that a film can have. 
It is hoped that Schools and Churches and other organi- 
zations that are looking for real high grade films wil! be 
interested”’. 


KLEINE 


NEW YORK: 729 Seventh Avenue 


CHICAGO: 116 So. Michigan Avenue 


(Continued on back cover) 
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OUR DEBT TO GREECE AND ROME 


George Depue Hadzsits, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Latin, University of Pennsylvania. 
Editors: } David Moore Robinson, Ph.D., Vickers Professor of Archaeology, and Lecturer on Greek 
Literature, The Johns Hopkins University. 


Authoritative but Non-Technical Books 
Written for the General Reader of Cultivated Taste 


Price, $1.50 per volume 


This library, to be composed of fifty or more volumes, aims to reveal those factors which, having had 
their origin in the Greek and Roman world, have persisted to the present day, and are felt to have left their 
impress on the civilization of the Twentieth-Century. The authors have been selected from among the 
most distinguished scholars of America and Europe. Each volume will be written by a recognized author- 
ity in his particular field so that the library may stand as a bulwark for liberal education throughout the 
English-speaking world. 

“The ‘Our Debt to Greece and Rome’ library with its convenient volumes, wide margined and in 
tasteful format, each prepared by a specialist, but unpedagogically and non-technically, with the 
stress on the vital and with an aim toward literary distinction, is an important contribution to Amer- 
ican scholarship and to humanistic lore”’. —Philadelphia Evening Ledger. 


JUST PUBLISHED 
HORACE AND HIS INFLUENCE 


By GRANT SHOWERMAN, Ph.D. 
Professor of Classics, University of Wisconsin 


This is the second volume in the series to make its appearance. Several others are now in preparation, 
and will be announced in subsequent issues of THE CLASsICALWEEKLY. The series was inaugurated in 
June with the publication of ‘‘Seneca the Philosopher and His Modern Message”’, by Richard Mott Gum- 
mere, Ph.D. Favorable press comment has been nation-wide. 


“The choice of this admirable monograph on Seneca as the first volume in the projected series of 
books dealing with ‘Our Debt to Greece and Rome’ is a happy selection”’. —New York Herald. 


“The opening volume certainly starts the library in a most auspicious manner”. —Hartford Courant. 
“Dr. Gummere writes with a fine historical style and a keen appreciation of his subject”’. 
—Loutsville Courier-Journal. 


“A book which should be in every library is ‘Seneca the Philosopher and His Modern Message’”’. 
—Portland Evening Express. 


MARSHALL JONES COMPANY 


212 Summer Street, Boston 
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PROFESSOR MATHER ON COLLEGE EDUCATION 


In The Unpartisan Review 14.271-289 (October- 
December, 1920), there was an article entitled Aims in 
College Education, by Professor Frank Jewett Mather, 
Jr., of Princeton University. There is much in the 
article that students and teachers of the Classics 
should take to heart. As a preliminary to his dis- 
cussion, Professor Mather describes, briefly, his own 
career. He was at first a teacher of English literature 
in elective courses at Williams College, then teacher 
of collegiate French. Wearying of such work, he “‘es- 
caped into New York journalism”. After ten years of 
such freedom, for some unnamed reason he accepted 
a professorship in art at Princeton, “retaining certain 
journalistic relations”’. 

The total impression he has gained from fourteen 
years of college teaching is ‘cheerful, rather than 
satisfactory’’. 


. . .I have found that a faithful professor may hope 
to do much good to a few students, that he may so 
conduct himself as to do no palpable harm to the 
rest. . . .My first misgivings as to the results of colle- 

iate education came in newspaper days when I met 
familiarly hundreds of college alumni. As a class 
they seemed to me to possess, in Matthew Arnold’s 
fine sense, only the barbaric virtues. They were 
well-groomed, forthright, effective, companionable 
men, but quite indifferent to the things of the mind... . 
Many college graduates could get cheaply and swiftly 
at Plattsburg or its equivalent the moral and social 
training which at college requires four years of time 
and some thousands of dollars. So for years I have 
felt that while the colleges were doing good, they were 
doing so with enormous wastefulness of effort on the 
part of the faculty, of time on the part of the student, 
and of money on the part of parents and trustees. 


The trouble, (273), is 


lack of a central aim. We do not know what we 
should teach our students, nor yet what may be reason- 
ably expected of them after they have been taught. . . . 
Our college degrees imply absolutely nothing about 
the knowledge possessed by their holders. 


On the other hand (274), on the part of a Spanish 
or Italian professor or bachelor of arts or what not, 
there would be no such feeling. 


. . . Every bachelor of arts, letters or sciences would 
possess respectively much the same body of knowledge. 
. . . -The State sees to it that he does know what 7 
has studied, by subjecting him to thorough and com- 
prehensive examinations before giving him his de- 
gree. . . . Three standard degrees correspond to three 
distinct trainings, in the humanities including classics, 
in the newer humanities, and in mathematics and 
science. . . .Without being specifically vocational, 


the European collegiate education admirably meets 
the needs of the vocations. 
is an anarchy. 


In comparison our system 


Professor Mather would not have us imitate, whole- 
sale, the European plan. ‘‘We should rather seek an 
equal clarity of aims and efficiency of methods along 
the line of our own tradition and needs”. We can 
learn easily enough what our students know, or do 
not know, by adding to the examinations on courses 
broader examinations on entire subjects. ‘‘We are 
the only civilized nation that does not impose such 
tests. . .”. We need next to develop a system of 
collegiate education based on coherent ideals. Stu- 
dents who do not take their collegiate work seriously 
“show an extraordinary industry and contentment in 
officers’ camps, ensign schools, and in the professional 
schools generally’’. 

The ideal of making a gentleman is in itself, says 
Professor Mather, an ideal not to be decried. ‘“Ox- 
ford and Cambridge have long given it countenance in 
that merciful dispensation known as the Pass Degree’’. 
But between English Universities and American Uni- 
versities there is this great difference: the English 
Universities graduate not merely pass men, but honor 
men as well, and they regard the latter, not the former, 
as their jewels; our College graduates, with negligible 
exceptions, are pass men only. Professor Mather, 
therefore, warmly advocates the establishment of 
Honor Schools, such as “Harvard has recently insti- 
tuted, and Princeton and Columbia have attempted 
organizing”. The ideal represented by such Honor 
Schools, and the idea represented by “the students 
themselves, the alumni, most trustees”, that the busi- 
ness of a College is the making of a gentleman, must in 
some way be reconciled. Let us concede, he says, 
that, while four years spent mostly in rubbing one’s 
shoulder against College walls is an unjustifiable waste 
of time, two years might profitably so be spent. This 
would. then give the undergraduate two years under 
the old system, to loaf and invite his soul; thereafter 
the Faculty might require him to invite his mind. 

The most formidable foe, however, to College edu- 
cation Professor Mather finds to be vocationalism. 
The vocational idea in itself is good, because most 
people must take short cuts to their work in the world. 


. . . But the moment the liberal college engages to 
provide such short cuts, it is untrue to its genius, 
challenges impossible competitions, and imperils its 
very existence. As a matter of fact the vocational 
pressure is constant. ...In various ways all the 
colleges are yielding to this pressure. aving no 
clear idea of what is necessary for all liberally edu- 
cated young men, the college, as represented by dean 
or advisor, particularizes the problem—discovers 
that the student is headed towards law or medicine 
or banking, and prescribes jurisprudence, biology or 
finance. From the point of view of one who believes 
in liberal education, this is a homeopathic heresy of 
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the rankest sort. What the lawyer really needs to 
uicken his imagination and liberate him from his 

op, is letters, science, mathematics; what the budding 
doctor really needs is letters, art, history, and the un- 
biological sciences; what the prospective banker 
needs is letters, history, art, and science. To admit 
any other theory is eventually to undermine the colleges 
and to debase the learned professions themselves. 
Since Plato’s time until yesterday, nobody has ques- 
tioned that the business of liberal education is pre- 
cisely to furnish the information and inspiration that 
the vocational life is unlikely to afford. If this be 
not true, the college has little excuse for being... . 
We professors are playing the vocationalist’s game 
today, not from conviction, but because we have no 
equally clear formula to oppose to his. 


As an offset to the ideal of the vocationalist, Pro- 
fessor Mather sees only one competing ideal to-day— 
that of social service; he finds it an unsatisfactory 
ideal. This matter he discusses in a very interesting 
paragraph which, however, there is not space to quote. 

Professor Mather believes that the finer ideal which 
he has had in mind from the start does in fact still 
exist, that it is only temporarily obscured, and may 
yet be recovered. With this declaration, he turns to 
the constructive part of his paper (280-287). 


I feel that we shall get nowhere until we admit with 
complete candor that a liberal education is a luxury. 
Such it has always been, such it remains. It is prop- 
erly accessible only to a few who command either 
exceptional leisure or exceptional abilities. The 
college does its peculiar work alongside a dozen other 
equally worthy educational institutions, mostly vo- 
cational. It does not compete with them, it Sy 
supplements them and incidentally aids them. It 
has its own aims, which are not immediately prac- 
tical, vocational or material. 


The aim, then, of the College should be orientation, 
and orientation alone. It should aim to give the stu- 
dent his bearing, to sketch vividly for him the high 
roads of mental endeavor, and to help him to find his 
own place and path. To do this, ‘‘we must first 
know ourselves what has been central in past thought, 
and what promises centrality in the future”. What 
Professor Mather has in mind has been admirably set 
forth, he says, ‘“‘by the best educated man I have ever 
been privileged to know—the late John La Farge”: 


The noblest of all the gifts of the great institutions of 
learning is a certain fostering of elevation of mind. 
It is not so much by what he knows that the man 
brought under the trainings of the great academies is 
marked; itis by his acquaintance with the size of 
knowledge; with, if I may say so, the impossibility of 
completing its full circle; with the acquaintance of the 
manner of enlarging his boundaries; with the respect 
for other knowledge than his own; with a certain 
relative humility as compared with the narrower 
pride of him who knows not the size of the spaces of the 
world of knowledge. 


Professor Mather believes that the American College, 
down to the Civil War or thereabouts, clearly had this 
ideal as its main purpose—orientation and orientation 
alone. The loss of this old ideal he seems to charge 


especially to President Eliot, whom he describes as 
“the great romantic”, when he ‘persuaded us that the 
student was properly the captain of his own academic 


fate’. Later, in an effort to make the elective system 
“fool proof”, President Gilman, at The Johns Hopkins 
University, worked out the group system, ‘‘the classic 
compromise between the Wayland-Eliot formula of 
free election and the old ideal of a well-balanced, 
imposed curriculum’’. But the panacea has failed 
to work: ‘‘students are no more intelligently choosing 
groups than they did single courses’. The group 
system was based on a fundamental fallacy, that the 
student at eighteen or nineteen has clearly marked 
intellectual preferences for one or another set of studies;. 
“only a small minority have such preferences and many 
have a wholesome aversion to all study whatsoever’’. 
Only a small minority of College men have a sufficiently 
clear view of their future vocation to choose the groups. 
of studies intelligently. The group system further 
assumes that a student is likely to follow some branch 
of graduate study, and the courses are mostly conducted. 
on that false expectation. 

We classicists should read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest the following paragraph: 


Here we touch an essential issue of spirit and aims. 
in teaching. A Latinist needs to know Latin in a 
way that ill befits a mere Py segegen The introduc- 
tion to physics that is right for a physicist may be 
quite wrong foralayman. At all points this difference 
of needs between the future specialist and the generally 
educated man holds good. Let me illustrate. Under-- 
graduate physics left me intellectually unscathed. 
But a few years ago I saw Dean Magie repeat with. 
Joseph Henry’s crude apparatus the fundamental 
experiments in electrical induction. There, with the- 
pickle pots borrowed from Mrs. Henry’s pantry, and 
wire insulated with strips from her discarded dresses,. 
I saw a great principle triumphantly demonstrated.. 
It was the most genuinely educational hour I have: 
ever spent in the scientific field. It put before me the 
whole struggle to wrest from nature her essential and 
abiding truths. It once for all humanized what I,,. 
with the philistinism of the student of art, had im- 
agined to be a somewhat inhuman pursuit. Now it. 
seems to me from the point of view of general educa- 
tion it is far more important that the student of physics. 
should grasp the quality of the endeavor of Galileo,. 
Newton, Faraday and Helmholtz than it is for him to 
memorize the latest formulation of the ionic theory or 
the newest lore concerning the alpha and beta particle. 
And in my own field it is more valuable for the student 
to sense the creative endeavor of a Giotto, a Leonardo- 
da Vinci, a Rembrandt or a Rubens, than it is to cope- 
in the first instance with the latter day vorticists and 
synchronists. 


In his final paragraph, Professor Mather points out 
that part of the confusion in collegiate education has. 
come from the mistaken notion that there are many 
more needs in a body of two thousand students than 
there were among two hundred. 


The great divisions of knowledge have not changed 
since Aristotle, ten thousand young men represent no. 
more needed types of education than do one hundred. 
Indeed their need to cultivate a certain elevation of 
mind and to acquaint themselves with the best that 
has been thought and said and done in the world, 
is absolutely uniform. We have largely turned over 
to their untrained judgment the choice of a path to- 
wards this end, and they are wandering in confusion. 
The moment requires that faculties resume their duty 
of leadership. It is our task to choose the most eligible- 
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knowledge for our students, and their part to trust our 
judgment. They will do so when we show ourselves 


_ capable of that act of selection and criticism which 


underlies all education. They will welcome required 
courses which are complete and informing in them- 
selves, and not merely prerequisite to special study. 
They will respond to instruction, which, whether on 
the literary or scientific side, is humanistic and ex- 
emplary of great historic and personal endeavors. 


What a fine thing for education it would be, if the 
men who are controlling, or at least seem to control, 
the destinies of education in our great country, would 
take to heart, as their guiding principles, not only for 
collegiate education, but for education in the High 
Schools as well, the ideas set forth by Professor Mather 


in this most interesting and suggestive paper. 
c. K. 


THE FOLK CALENDAR OF TIMES AND SEASONS! 


In THE CLAssICAL WEEKLY 14. 89-93, 97-100, I 
collected instances of weather prognostics derived from 
the actions of birds, beasts, fish, and insects’. The 
present paper aims to complete a study of the weather 
lore of animals* by noting their associations with times 
and seasons. 

Aristophanes, Aves 709, makes the birds say: ‘We 
first show the signs of the season, spring, winter, and 
autumn’. Of similar purport is Jeremiah 8.7: ‘Yea, 
the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; 
and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe 
the time of cheir coming’. ‘‘Part, more ' wise,. . . 
wedge their way intelligent of seasons’, sings Milton 
of the birds, in Paradise Lost 7. 425-427. A well- 
known American ornithologist writes that ‘‘to the 
lover of Nature, birds are a living calendar’’s. 

Doubtless the arrival and the departure of birds 
were far more dependable indications of the season 
than was the calendar so long as entire months had 
to be intercalated. The peasantry would naturally 
continue the use of the ornithological calendar even 
after the new-fangled human device had been im- 
proved, 

SPRING 

No bird is more closely associated with the advent 
of a new season than is the swallow, the avant-coureur 
of spring. In Rhodes every year the arrival of this 
bird was celebrated by children who went the rounds 
of the houses singing the song which begins, ‘The 
swallow, the swallow is come, bringing good seasons 
and a joyful time’. 

1The following abbreviations are used in this paper: Abbott = 
G. F. Abbott, Macedonian Folklore; Ael. = Aelianus, De Natura 
Animalium; Ar. = Aratus, Prognostica, as appended to the 
Phaenomena and numbered consecutively with it; Ar. Aves = 
Aristophanes, Aves; Geopon. = Geoponica; Hesiod = Hesiod, 
Works and Days; Pl. = Plinius, Naturalis Historia; Th. = 
Theophrastus, De Signis; Bergk = Bergk, Poetae Lyrici Graeci. 

See also Professor A. S. Pease’s annotations on Cicero, De 


Divinatione, Liber Primus, University of Illinois Studies in Language 
and Literature, 6. 79-80, passim. 

3The word animals is used in the Latin sense. 

‘Chapman, Birds of Eastern North America, 5. 

5‘“Time among the Macedonian peasantry is measured not 
so much by the conventional calendar as by the labours and festi- 
vals which are proper to the various seasons of the year’’ Abbott,: 
II. 


In this connection readers will recall a vase-painting 
which is reproduced in Schreiber, Atlas of Classical 
Antiquities, Plate LXIV’. On it is depicted a young 
man who, as he catches sight of a swallow, exclaims, 
‘Look, a swallow!’. An older man turns and answers, 
‘Yes, by Heracles!’. On the right a boy glances up- 
ward and says, ‘Spring’s already here’. The anima- 
tion and excitement of the group show that it is no 
small event in their lives. Such scenes must have 
been common in Greece, as we can readily infer from 
Aristophanes, Equites 419, ‘Look, lads, don’t you see? 
The new season, a swallow!’’. 

The swallow tells when it is time to sell heavy 
winter robes and to acquire lighter dress (Ar. Aves 
714-715). Pliny says (18.237) that the first appear- 
ance of the swallow is eight days before the Kalends 
of March. We may infer from a Greek proverb that 
an occasional swallow missed its cue and came upon 
the scene too soon: ‘One swallow does not make a 
spring’®. Babrius (131) does in fact tell us of a swallow 
which appeared out of season. The Greek proverb 
has a numerous progeny: e. g. in French, Une hiron- 
delle ne fait pas le printemps; in Italian, Una rondi- 
ne non fa l’estate; in Spanish (Don Quixote), Una 
golondrina sola no hace verano; ‘One swallow doesn’t 
make a summer’!?, 

In our own country the robin seems to have the 
place of the swallow in Greece: compare Lowell, 
My Study Windows, ‘The return of the robin is 
commonly announced by the newspapers, like that of 
eminent or notorious people to a watering-place, as 
the first authentic notification of spring’’. 

Professor E. W. Martin, The Birds of the Latin 
Poets, 223, has collected some poetic references to the 
robin as a bird of spring: ‘‘The robin the forerunner of 
spring” (Longfellow); ‘I hear the whispering voice 
of Spring, The thrush’s trill, the robin’s cry”’ (Holmes); 
“The robins are come again with tender melodious 
note’ (Mace)!!, 

Sooner than other birds came the cuckoo proclaim- 
ing spring (Dionysius, De Avibus 1.13)". From the 

*Athenaeus 8.360 C. For references to modern swallow 


7A picture is to be found also in Baumeister, Denkmal 
Altertums, 3.1985, and in Jane Then 


98. 
8Compare Christina G. Rossetti, A Bird Song, 812: “It’s surel 
summer, for there’s a swallow: Come one swallow, his mate will 
follow, The bird race quicken and wheel and thicken”, 
*Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 1.7.16; ‘There seem to be lacking 
not a few swallows’, Ar. Aves 1417. For other references to the 
swallow and spring, see Hesiod 568; Simonides 74 (Bergk); Aris- 
Aves 714, esmo I; Kel: 1.52; 
nthologia Palatina 10.14.5; Varro apu sti . Dp 
arm. 4.12.1; Calpurnius, §.16-17; Ovid, Fasti r.157- 
2. 853; Pl. 2.122; Columella 10.80; Pervigilium Veneta: oe 


race, Epist. 1.7.13, 


10. 
uIn America the bluebird shares with the robin the honor of 
announcing spring. Professor Martin also cites the following 
passages, the first from Longfellow, the next two from Bryant, 
the fourth from Emerson: “And from the stately elms I hear The 
bluebird prophesying Spring’; ‘‘And in the misty spring 
Of cloudless skies and summer sing’’; ‘“‘The bluebird chants, from 
the elm’s long branches, A hymn to welcome the budding year”: 
Sparrows far off, and nearer April's bird Blue-coated flying before 
from tree to tree’. In The Biglow Papers Lowell calls the bobo- 
link ‘‘June’s bridesman, t of the year”. < Fora review of 
Professor Martin's book, by Professor W. B. McDaniel, see THE 
CLASSICAL WEEKLY Cc. K.>. 
Pia nape Aristotle, Historia Animalium 9.49 B; Ael. 3.30 
a nem. 


| 
10Compare the current Macedonian saying, ‘One cuckoo does 
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fact that the cuckoo was a harbinger of spring arose a 
humorous custom among the peasantry. At those 
who had not finished their vine-dressing before its 
arrival was hurled the taunting cry, ‘Cuckoo! Cuckoo!’ 
(Pl. 18.249). Allusion is made to this custom in 
Horace, Serm. 1.7.28-31'%. To-day in Macedonia 
the charcoal-burner who is plying his calling rather 
late in spring is greeted by boys with the same cry, 
‘Cuckoo! Cuckoo’! (Abbott, 17). 

How eagerly the coming of the cuckco was looked 
for is shown by the following lines!: 


Opto meus veniat cuculus, carissimus ales. 
Omnibus ille solet fieri gratissimus hospes 

in tectis, modulans rutilo bona carmina rostro. . 
Opto meus veniat cuculus cum germine laeto, 
frigora depellat, Phoebo comes almus in aevum. 
Phoebus amat cuculum crescentem luce serena". 


Another harbinger of spring is the stork: avis exul 
hiemis, titulus tepidi temporis (Petronius 55). In 
Isidorus, too (Origines 12.7.16), storks are veris nun- 
tiae*, Sappho chooses another bird’, ‘The angel of 
spring, the mellow-throated nightingale’'*. The arri- 
val of the kite, too, ushers in the spring (Ar. Aves 
713)'% The haleyon is probably designated by 
‘the sea-purple bird of spring’ (Aleman, Frag. 26). 
The finch, starling, and sparrow are likewise harbingers 
of spring (Martial 9.54.7-8). Pliny tells us (18. 
209) that because of the extreme delicacy of butter- 
flies some people looked upon their arrival as the surest 
sign of spring?®. The cicada is held in honor as the 
pleasing prophet of summer*!. Wild-pigeons were the 
surest harbingers of summer”. 

The weather instinct of the lower orders was not 
always infallible. Pliny makes note (18.209) of one 
year in which the foreign birds brought on the sixth 
day before the Kalends of February every indication 
of an early spring, yet had to struggle after that with 
a winter of the utmost severity. In the same year 
three separate flights of butterflies, the most depen- 
dable prophets, were killed. Summer birds were 
sometimes killed when the cold lingered rather late 
or came too early; winter birds met the same fate 
from unexpected hot spells (Pl. 18.208). These pas- 


¥In Italian cuculiare, ‘to cuckoo’, means ‘to ridicule’. The 
nts of Piedmont still have a motto and a gesture harking 
Pack to this old custom. See Gubernatis, Zoological Mythology, 


2.233- 

eAnthologia Latina (Reise), Volume 1, No. 687. 

%Compare ‘‘The merry cuckow, messenger of spring, His trum- 
pet shrill hath thrice already sounded” (Spenser, Sonnet 109); 
‘While I deduce From the first note the hollow cuckoo sings The 
symphony of springs’”’ (Thomson, The Seasons, Spring 576-578); 
“Thrice welcome, darling of the spring’’ (Wordsworth, To the 
Cuckoo); ‘Hail, beauteous stranger of the grove! Thou messenger 
of spring! Now heaven repairs thy rural seat, And words thy 
welcome sing” (John Logan, Tothe Cuckoo).—For spring lore of 
the cuckoo in old English poetry see the initial Fn oe of J. Hardy, 
Popular History of the Cuckoo, Folk-Lore Record 2.47-91. 

%Compare Sidonius, Epist. 2.14.2. 

“Frag. 39 (Bergk); Odyssey 19.518-519; Simonides, Frag. 
73; Ar. Aves 683; Sophocles, Electra 149. 

1sCompare ‘The dear good angel of the spring, The Nightin- 
gale’: Ben Jonson, The Sad Shepherd. 

19See also the schpliast on the passage. 

20‘A white butterfly means rainy weather, a dark one thunder- 
storm and a yellow one sunshine”: Hastings, Encyclopaedia of 
Religion and Ethics, 1.506.—‘‘When the butterfly comes, comes 


also the summer”: Dunwoody, Weather Proverbs, Signal Service 
Notes, No. IX, 127. 

“Bergk 3. 316. See also Ovid, Ars Amatoria 1.271; Anthologia 
Palatina 9.122. 

@Moiro apud Athenaeum 491 B. 


sages remind one of a comment in Lowell, My Study 
Windows: 


Birds frequently perish from sudden changes in our 
whimsical spring weather of which they had no fore- 
boding. More than thirty years ago, a cherry-tree, 
then in full bloom, near my window, was covered with 
humming-birds benumbed by a fall of mingled rain 
and snow, which probably killed many of them. 


WINTER 

Even in Homeric days the fall migration of cranes 
was a reminder that winter was approaching (Iliad 
3.3-4)*. Their cries as they departed suggested that 
it was time to weave a cloak (Ar. Aves 710-712). 
The chaffinch knows the future better than man does 
and foresees the coming of winter (Ael. 4.60). Wild- 
pigeons announce the approach of winter as well as 
of summer* (Athenaus 491 B). When bees huddle 
together in late autumn before the rising of the Pleiades, 
expect a hard winter (Ar. 1064-1067, 1071). If in 
late autumn sheep or cattle tear up the ground and 
lie down in groups with their heads close together, 
or if they face the north, their actions indicate a stormy 
winter (Th. 41)*, but if they continue tearing up the 
ground, then expect a severer winter, hard upon plants 
and crops and fields, but bringing snow that will aid 
the large fields of grain not too far advanced (Ar. 
1082-1090). 

It is an indication of a severe winter when sheep, 
pigs, and goats have a second breeding-season (Ar. 
1068-1071)*6, If sheep begin to breed early, winter 
will come early (Th. 40; Ael. 7.8), but when they 
breed late the winter will be moderate (Ar. 1072- 
1074). 

All fish are able to presage a vigorous winter, es- 
pecially those which are supposed to have a stone in 
the head, as the lupus, chromis, sciaena, and phagrus 
(Ael. 9.7; Pl. 9.57). 

Predictions about the character of the coming winter 
are common in popular lore. Among the Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch, for instance, it is believed that “If the 
lower legs of chickens are well covered with feathers, 
the winter will be severe’; “If chickens moult first 
on the fore part of the body, the early part of the winter 
will be severe; if on the rear, the end of winter’; 
“When earthworms lie near the surface late in fall, 
the winter will be mild’’; ‘‘Hairy down on geese fore- 
tells a hard winter’; ‘Very heavy fleece on sheep 
indicates a hard winter’”’. 

An aunt gives me some elaborate lore about ‘the 
large brown caterpillar’ seen in the fall: 

If it is all light in color, it denotes a mild winter; if 
it is dark at the head and the rest of the body is light, 
the coldest weather will be at the beginning of the 
winter, and the rest of the winter season mild; if 
all the body is light except the tail and it is dark, the 
first part of the winter will be mild, and the latter 


™Compare Hesiod 448; Euripides, Helena 1478; Vergil, Aen. 
6.310~-312. 

“The Pleiades (compare peleiades, ‘wild pigeons’) announce 
the same seasons (Ar. 266-267). 

*See also Ar. 1082-1085; Geopon. 1.4.3. 

*See also Aristotle, Historia Animalium 575 B, 17; Th. 25; 


1.4.2. 
7E. M. Forel, Beliefs and Superstitions of the Pennsylvania 
Germans, Americana Germanica 18. 221-232, passim. 
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part severe; if both ends are dark and the middle 
light, the beginning and end of the winter will be 
severe, with a mild spell in between; if it is all dark, 
the entire winter will be severe**. 


SOLSTICES 

Animals are well aware of the advent and the de- 
parture of the solstices. The tunny is so sensitive to 
the time of the equinoxes and the solstices that he 
teaches even man himself without the help of any 
astrological table; for where the winter overtakes 
him, there he remains till the vernal equinox (Plu- 
tarch, Moralia 979 C-D; Ael. 9.42). The ram, too, 
has accurate knowledge of the coming of the summer 
solstice, for on that date he begins to rest on: his right 
side after reclining on his left for six months (Ael. 
10.18). The cooing of the ring-dove is another indica- 
tion of the summer solstice, but, until the wood- 
pigeon is sitting on her eggs, one is to beware of suppos- 
ing that this period is past (Pl. 18.267). The golden 
oriole comes about-the time of the summer solstice and 
departs with the rising of Arcturus (Aristotle, Historia 
Animalium 9.22.1)?®. The greenfinch observes the 
same dates (Ael. 4.47). The bee is thought to an- 
nounce the solstices by going to its labors. It 
appears that cicadas sing only after the (spring) sol- 
stice*!, 

COCK CROWING 

Considerable lore has clustered about the crowing 
of the cock. It is called ‘hour-seer’*, ‘day-announcer™’, 
‘dawn-crower™, and, like Rostand’s chanticleer, is 
said to bring the dawn*®, The crowing of the cock was 
the sign for rising*; it was really a sort of alarm clock, 
for the Greek name, alektryon, was popularly said to 
be due to the cock’s rousing people from bed (lektron)*’. 
According to one story, the cock was once a youth 
named Alektryon. The crowing at dawn is an ever- 
lasting memento of the disgraceful failure of the human 
original to keep awake and to announce to amorous 
Ares and Aphrodite the coming of dawn**. 

In popular belief the cock marked the periods of the 
day every three hours by his crowing (PI. 10.46). 
The last watch of the night, called by the Greeks 

28A few other methods of predicting the character of the winter 
may be noted. ‘‘The trappers say that they can tell whether the 
winter will be hard or open by the amount of food stored up in the 
coney barns": E.T.Seton, Wild Animals at Home, 168.—‘‘When 
he <the farmer > kills his hogs in the fall, if the } pave bevery hard 
and solid, he predicts a severe winter; if soft and loose, the oppo- 
site’: Burroughs, Signs and Seasons, 14.—‘‘In early and long 
winters the beaver cuts his winter supply of wood and prepares 
his house one month earlier than in late mild winters’: Inwards, 
Weather Lore, 130.—‘‘When birds and badgers are fat in October, 
expectacold winter”: Inwards, 36.—‘‘An early appearance of the 
woodcock indicates the approach of a severe winter": Inwards, 
135.—'‘Tortoises creep deep intotheground so as to completely 
conceal themselves from view when a severe winter is to follow. 
When a mild winter is to follow, they go down just far enough to 

rotect the opening of their shells”: Dunwoody, Weather Proverbs, 
Bignal Service Notes, No. IX, 118.—"‘If the mole dig his hole two 
feet and a half deep, expect a very severe winter; if two feet 
deep, not so severe; if one foot deep, a mild winter’: Dunwoody, 
32.—"If the forward part ofa pig's meltis thicker than the other 
end, the first part of the winter will be the colder. If the latter 


end is thicker, the last part of winter will be the colder’: Dun- 
woody, 32. 

See also Pl. 10.87, 18.292. 

Aristotle, De Mirabilibus Auscultationibus 64. 

uJbidem. The Oxford translation of Aristotle renders the 
passage as follows: ‘The grasshoppers appear to chirp only after 
the solstices’. See also Pl. 11.107. 

“Babrius 124.15. “Simonides apud Athenaeum 374 D. 

“Eustathius in Odysseam 4.10. “Anthologia Graeca 5.2. 


*Aesop 44; Cicero, Pro Murena 22; Horace, Serm. 1.1.10. 
#Eustathius, as cited in Note 34; compare Athenaeus 374 D. 
%Lucian, Gallus 3; Scholium on Ar. Aves 835. 


alektorophonia*®, was divided into three parts. The 
first cock-crow is referred to by Theocritus (18.56), 
the second by Juvenal (9.107), the third, indicating 
the end of twilight, by Theocritus (24.63)... In 
Attica the song of the nightingale, too, marked the 
beginning of the day®. 

In our own weather-lore the cock indicates a change 
of weather by crowing at nine o’clock. Among the 
Pennsylvania Dutch the crowing of the cock before 
nine at night portends rain®, 


NAVIGATION 
‘A bird will always say to One 
Divining whether he should sail, 
‘Do not sail now: a storm will come”, 
“Sail now: your venture will not fail” ’. 


Thus upon the sea, too, do birds prove useful (Ar. 
Aves 596-597). When the swallow comes, boats 
may prepare to put to sea (Anthclogia Palatina 10.1, 
10.14.7). Plutarch (Moralia 983 A) tells us that, 
when the halcyon brings forth her young about the 
time of the winter solstice, the whole ocean for seven 
days and seven nights remains calm and undisturbed 
without the wrinkle of a wave. During this period 
men voyage upon the sea with greater safety than 
they travel upon the land“. The departure of the 
crane warns the ship-master to hang up his rudder, 
and sleep (Ar. Aves 710-711). In the previous paper 
we saw how birds and even fish proved useful to the 
mariner by forewarning him of an approaching storm 
and indicating even the direction of the coming wind. 


FARMING OCCUPATIONS 
‘We regulate the acts of man, 
Whatever great things mortals plan’. 


So speak the birds in Aristophanes, Aves 708. 
Certainly the seasons for many farming operations are 
indicated by them. The best time for planting vine- 
yards is when the stork makes its appearance in the 
spring (Vergil, Georg. 2.319-320). Pruning should 
be done before the swallow comes (Hesiod 569). 
There will be a good vintage if the hoopoe cries before 
the vines sprout (Horapollo 2.92). When the return- 
ing swallow bedaubs her nest with mud, release the 
flocks from their winter-quarters (Calpurnius, Ecl. 
5-17-18). The arrival of the kite is the time for 
spring shearing (Ar. <ives 713-714). If, when the 


- cuckoo ‘cuckoos’ for the first time in the leaves of the 


oak, Zeus sends rains on the third day, and if the water 
neither rises above the ox’s hoof nor falls below it, then 
the late plowman will vie with the early one in pros- 
perity (Hesiod 486-490). In Egypt the cuckoo was 
autocratic, according to Aristophanes, Aves 504-506; 


3%*Compare Mark 13.35: ‘Watch ye therefore: f 
when the master of the Louse cometh, at even, ada 
at the cockcrowing, or in the morning’. 
“Compare Mark 14.72: ‘And the second time the cock crew. 
And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him 
or other references to the crowing of the cock, se 
A Glossary of Greek Birds, 21-22. 
“Philostratus, Heroica 665. 
“Fogel, Beliefs and Superstitions of the Pennsylvania Ger- 
‘or an extensive list of references to halcyon da 
ische ologie un eligionsgeschichte, 2 Fe 
“THE CLASSICAL WEEKLY 14.97-08. aa 
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And the whole of Phoenice and Egypt was erst by a 
masterful cuckoo commanded. 

When his loud cuckoo-cry was resounding on high, 
at once the Phoenicians would leap 1 
All hands to the plain, rich-waving with grain, their 

wheat and their barley to reap“. 


Yorkshire farmers take a practical hint from the 
early or the late arrival of the cuckoo: ‘‘When cuckoo 
calls on the bare thorn, Sell your cow and buy your 
corn’’*7, 

The farmer who does his work on time rejoices when 
fiocks of cranes appear in due season, but the back- 
ward tiller of the soil is pleased at their later arrival, 
since crops planted late have time to mature (Ar. 
1075-1081). The departure of cranes for Libya is a 
warning that it is time to do fall plowing (Hesiod 
448)**. After the stork leaves, it is not advisable to 
sow rape (Pl. 18.314). 

When, as summer comes, a farmer on the mainland 
sees large numbers of birds from the islands alight on 
ploughed fields, it is not a cause for rejoicing, for he 
fears that the ears of grain will fail to fill out because 
of impending drought. The heart of the shepherd 
is glad when they come in moderate numbers, as he is 
hopeful of good pasturage and a milk-producing year 
(Ar. 1094-1100). It is explained in a scholium to 
Aratus (1094) that islands become parched more 
quickly than the mainland. When birds fly to the 
mainland in large numbers, farmers conclude that it 
will soon be as parched as the islands; if only a few 
come, the islands are still productive and crops on the 
mainland are not yet in danger. 

‘When the house-carrier < the snail> climbs up the 
plants from the earth to escape the Pleiades, then it is 
no longer the season for digging vineyards, but to 
whet your sickles and rouse up your slaves’ (Hesiod 
571-573). The advent of a lion into a crop-producing 
country means a dry spell (Ael. 7.8)*°. The appear- 
ance of many cicadas indicates that the year will be 
pestilential (Th. 54). 

MISCELLANEOUS 

There is a sign that points both to the ripening of 
the barley and the sowing of panic-grass and millet, 
the glow-worm shining in the fields at night (PI. 
18.250). Goats are plumpest and wine sweetest 
when the artichoke flowers, and the cicada sits in a 
tree and pours down his shrill song continually in the 
season of wearisome heat (Hesiod 582-585). There 
is a wild beast, named by the Egyptians oryx, which, 
when the dog-star rises, is said to stand opposite to it, 
to look steadfastly at it, and then to sneeze as if worship- 
ing it (Ael. 7.8; Pl.2.107). There is no doubt that 
during the whole of this period dogs are disposed to 
become rabid (Pl. 2.107)5°. When animals in Pontus 


“Rogers's translation. 
«™W. Henderson, Folk-Lore of the Northern Counties, 94. 
49*When the frogs spawn in the middle of the water, it is a sign 
of drought; and when at the side, it foretells a wet summer”: 
Inwards, Weather Lore,145.—‘‘Should the cuckoo make itsappear- 
ance before the leaves appear on the hawthorn bush, it is a sign of 
a dry barren year": E. en, Welsh Folk-Lore, 318.—‘‘If this 


bird < the ie > builds her nest at the top of a tree, the summer 
will be dry; if in the lower branches, the summer will be wet”: 
en, 327. 


Pliny 8.152. 


face northward as they graze, one may know that 
Arcturus is rising (Th. 41). 
PROPHYLACTIC WEATHER LORE 

As the ancients were interested in predicting changes 
in the weather, so they were concerned about finding 
means of averting the destructive elements. In the 
same way that vineyards were conspicuous in the lore 
of farming operations, so we shall find them engrossing 
much of the attention in prophylactic weather lore. 
Hail was a dreadful menace to vineyards in antiquity. 
There are more magical formulae for averting it than 
for affecting any other action of the elements®!. One 
is tempted to conclude that hail-storms were more 
frequent in Italy in antiquity than is the case to-day. 
Two years in Italy have left upon me no impression 
that they are commoner than in the United States. 
According to Columella, 10.329-330, Saepe ferus 
duros iaculatur Iuppiter imbres, grandine dilapidans 
hominumque boumque labores. 

Hail-storms could be averted by carrying around 
one’s property the skin of a crocodile, hyena, or seal, 
and by hanging it at the entrance of the villa. Clouds 
menacing the welfare of vineyards would pass by if 
one suspended in his right hand a marsh turtle and 
carried it head downwards around a field, and then, 
after retracing his steps, buried it upside down so 
that it could not right itself (Palladius 1.35.14; Geopon. 
1.14). 

At the town of Cleonae there were hail-storm pickets 
maintained by the public to watch for hail-clouds. 
When the clouds were seen approaching, a signal 
was given and the farmers hastened to sacrifice lambs 
or fowls®. At times watchmen averted a hail-storm 
by making an offering of mole’s blood (Plutarch, 
Moralia 700 F). Among other things useful for avert- 
ing or restraining hail were the skin of a hippopotamus 
(Geopon. 1.14.12), a strip of seal-skin tied around a 
conspicuous vine (Geopon. 1.14.3)8, owls with out- 
stretched wings nailed to houses (Palladius 1.35.1), 
the right wing of an eagle buried in the middle of a 
field (Geopon. 1.14.2), and wooden statues of bulls 
set up in the home (Geopon. 1.14.7). 

Under certain conditions a woman can exert a 
magical influence upon hail-storms, whirlwinds, and 
lightnings, and succeed in averting them (P1. 28.77)%, 
If a bramble-frog is buried in the middle of a field of 
grain in a new earthen vessel, there will be no storms 
to cause damage (Pl. 18.294). At Methana in Troe- 
zen, according to Pausanias 2.34.2, 


“When the vines are budding, and a_ south- 
wester sweeps down on them from the Saronic Gulf, 
it blights tender shoots. So, while the squall is still 


‘When Constantine was trying to repress magic, he excepted 
those remedia which were intended to avert hail and storms. 
See Codex Theodosianus 9.16.3. <On hail-storms in Italy see 
some interesting remarks by Sir Archibald Geikie, The Love of 
Nature Among the Romans, 246-248. c. K.> 

Seneca, Quaestiones Naturales 4.6.2; Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Stromata 6.31.1-3. 

Compare Philostratus, Heroica 685. 

“In many parts of White Russia people eat a roast lamb or 
sucking-pig at Easter, and then throw the bones backwards upon 
the fields, to preserve the corn from hail’: Frazer, The Spirits of 
the Corn and of the Wild, 1.300. 

‘Iam primum abigi grandines turbinesque contra fulgura i 
mense nudato: sic averti violentiam caeli, in navigando Gallen 
tempestates etiam sine menstruis. 


3 


| 

i 


4 


OcTOBER 2, 1922] 


THE CLASSICAL WEEKLY 7 


coming, two men take a cock, every feather of which 
must be white, rend it in two, and run around the vines 
in opposite directions, each carrying a half of the 
cock, and when they come back to the place from 
which they started, they hang the pieces there. This 
is their device for counteracting a southwester’’™7, 


To ward off frost after pruning, the knives should be 
secretly smeared with bear’s fat, or with goat’s fat, or 
the blood of a frog (Geopon. 5.30). 

Lightning, too, was always a cause of grave concern 
to both Greeks and Romans. In order to avoid 
being struck, the Emperor Augustus carried with 
him the skin of a seal (Suetonius, Augustus 90). 
Timid persons considered as safe tents made of seal- 
skin, since they believed the seal to be the only marine 
animal never struck by lightning (Pl. 2.146). The 
hyena’s skin, as well as the seal’s, was lightning- 
proof (Plutarch, Moralia 684 C). 

So efficacious were the skins of seals and hyenas 
that they were affixed to the mast-heads of ships carry- 
ing royalty or dignitaries®*, The skin of a hippopota- 
mus buried in the middle of a field was supposed to 
prevent thunderbolts from falling on it (Geopon. 1.16). 
In Irish-Canadian superstition swallows are better 
than lightning-rods. In E. T. Seton, Two Little 
Savages, 72, we find the following incident: 


Lightning never strikes a barn where swallows nest. 

Paw never rested easy after the new barn was built 

till the swallows nested in it. He had it insured for a 

seers, Cone till the swallows got round to look 
ter 


A marvelous story is told about the echeneis, a 
mythical fish. Though very diminutive, it was sup- 
posed to have the power of counteracting the most 
violent waves, and of controlling the fury of wind and 
storm. It could bridle the impetuous rage of the deep. 
Simply by affixing itself to a ship, it could make it 
stand still at a time when cables and ponderous an- 
chors were powerless (Pl. 32.2)%. Pliny goes on to 
narrate some extraordinary feats of this fish in stopping 
war-ships. 

Storms might be produced as well as averted. It 
was thought that, if the head and neck of a chameleon 
were burnt in a fire made with logs of oak, it would be 
productive of a storm with rain and thunder, a result 
equally well achieved by burning the liver under tiles 
(Pl. 28.113). Seton, Two Little Savages, 72, again 
provides a parallel from Irish-Canadian superstition: 


“Frazer's translation. 

Frazer, Folk-Lore 1.163, cites an illuminating East Indian 
parallel: ““When the sky is overcast, the skipper of a Malay prao 
takes the white or yellow feathers of a cock, fastens them to a 
leaf of a particular sort, and sets them in the forecastle, with a 
prever to the spirits that they will cause the black clouds to pass 

y. Then the cock is killed. The skipper whitens his dusky hand 
with chalk, points thrice with his whitened finger to the black 
clouds, and throws the bird into the sea. Clearly the idea of the 
Greek husbandman and the Malay skipper is that the white- 
winged bird will flutter against and beat away the black-winged 
spirit of the storm’. In The Magic Art, 1.295-296, Frazer re- 
cords instances of rabbits and serpents used to stop rain. 

8sPlutarch, Moralia 664 C; Nonnus, De Morborum Curatione, 
Chapter 260; Lydus, De Ostentis 45 C. 

se“It <the swallow> preserves the house on which it builds 
from fire and storms, and protects it from evil’: W. Henderson, 
Folk-Lore of the Northern Counties, 122.—The Germans have 
the same belief, according to Dyer, English Folk-Lore? (1880), 69. 

See also Pl. 9.79; Ael. 2.17; Plutarch, Moralia 641 B. 


Kill a spider an’ it will rain tomorrow. Now that’s 
worth knowin’. I mind one year when the Orange- 
men’s picnic was comin’, 12th of July. Maw made us 
catch twenty spiders and we killed them all the day 
before, and law, how it did rain on the picnic! Mebbe 
we didn’t laugh. Most of them had to go home in 
boats, that’s what our paper said! But next year they 
done the same thing on us for St. Patrick’s day, but 
spiders is scarce on the 16th of March, an’ it didn’t 
rain so much as snow, so it was a stand-off. 

It is a popular belief of Canada and the United 
States that, if you kill a snake and hang it on a tree 
or fence, it will cause rain. In The Magic Art, 1.287— 
295, Frazer gives instance after instance of animals 
used to cause rain. In many of these illustrations 
dark-colored animals bring the black rain-clouds. 


MIGRATIONS AND THE SEASONS 

The connection of the birds with the weather is 
not difficult to understand. Where calendars are 
not invented, the seasons are marked by the recurrence 
of natural phenomena, particularly by the advent of 
migratory birds. The swallow arrives at the begin- 
ning of spring; unsophisticated man believes that it 
brings the spring. 

So writes Halliday, Greek Divination, 258. The 
same writer says farther on (261) that birds play a 
part in the magical recall of spring and summer. 
The Rhodian swallow-song does speak of the swallow 
as bringing the spring, and a passage from the Latin 
Anthology, quoted above, does invoke the cuckoo to 
dispel the cold. That these illustrations may be 
taken literally is shown by a Russian parallel: ‘On 
the 25thof< March> the swallow comes flying from 
Paradise, and brings with it warmth to the earth’’®, 

It would probably be quite wrong, however, for one 
to infer from this that the origin of seasonal weather 
lore of birds is due to any belief in their magical ability 
to cause or to import the seasons. Unsophisticated 
man could hardly have understood that the reappear- 
ance of the swallow, for instance, was an arrival from 
another clime. 

It is reasonable to suppose that when Aristotle, 
Historia Animalium 8.16, names some ten species of 
birds which he thought hibernated®, he is defending a 
time-honored idea for the total rejection of which he 
believed there was not sufficient evidence. The 
tradition of hibernation persists in Latin literature 
and even in modern times“. The appearance and the 
disappearance of birds would earlv be associated with 
the seasons, but responsibility for bringing them would 
hardly be thrust upon the birds as long as belief in 
hibernation was prevalent. Plants and flowers, 
which are dormant in winter, are likewise harbingers 
of seasons, but nowhere, so far as I know, are they 
endowed with power to bring them. It would seem, 
then, that the idea of the sponsorship of the birds for 
the seasons, if it ever attained much credence, is 
later than their reputation as nomenclatores of seasons. 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN EuGENE S. McCARTNEY 


“Cowley, The Swallow, quotes mankind in general as saying 
of the swallow, ‘Thou bring’st the spring’. 
“W. R. S. Ralston, The Songs of the Russian People, 213. 


Compare also Aristotle, Mirabilibus Auscultationibus 


63. 
“Martin, The Birds of the Latin Poets, 232-233; Halliday, 
Greek Divination, 260-261. 
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REVIEWS 


Laus Pisonis. Cornell University Dissertation, 1917. 
By Gladys Martin. Privately Printed. Pp. 97. 
The Cynegetica of Nemesianus. Cornell University 
Dissertation, 1917. By Donnis Martin. Privately 

Printed. Pp. 83. 

The Laus Pisonis and the Cynegetica of Nemesianus 
are here carefully edited, with adequate Introductions 
and Notes. The two studies were written as doctoral 
dissertations in Cornell University under the direction 
of the late Professor Charles E. Bennett. Each is a 
very creditable piece of work. 

The Piso in question is now generally assumed to 
be C. Calpurnius Piso, leader of the conspiracy against 
Nero in 65 A. D. The panegyric was composed prob- 
ably between 45 and 59 A. D. It has been variously 
ascribed to Vergil, to Ovid, to Saleius Bassus, to 
Statius, to Calpurnius Siculus, to Lucan. At the 
close of her Introduction Miss Gladys Martin gives an 
interesting list of passages which show a resemblance 
in diction to the Pharsalia of Lucan. 

Miss Martin explains surgat, in line 1, as denoting 
the “rise or swell of verse’, as in Ovid, Amores 1.1.27. 
Perhaps it means only ‘begin’. The poet was in 
doubt where to begin, as was Theocritus, Idyl 17.11. 
It might be noted that the rare use of decurrere, ‘re- 
hearse’, 18, is repeated at line 210. With 121, pro- 
bitas cum paupertate iacebit, compare Juvenal 1.74 
probitas laudatur et alget. At 230, per Ausonias 
Aeneia carmina gentes recalls Vergil, Georgics 2.176 
Ascraeumque cano Romana per oppida carmen. 
With 250, de se promittere, compare Horace, Serm. 
1.4.102 promittere de se. 

Miss Donnis Martin discusses the possible influence 
of Grattius upon Nemesianus, and pronounces a 
verdict of ‘not proven’. Her study came too early 
to take account of the article De Grattio et Nemesiano, 
by P. J. Enk, Mnemosyne 45.53-68, which should 
now be added to her Bibliography. It may be noted 
that Professor Enk lays especial stress on the ex- 
pressions vires perpensare, Grattius 298, and perpendere 
vires, Nemesianus 138. The same article, at page 62, 
would have furnished an ancient parallel to Nemesia- 
nus’s ‘fire test’ of the best puppies of a litter, 140- 
150. This is quoted from Demetrius Constantinopo- 
litanus (Aelian, edited by Hercher, 2.588). 

The indebtedness of Nemesianus to Vergil, especially 
to Georgics 3, is carefully studied. A few additional 
parallels might have been nated. The phrase tam 
vere sereno, 151, occurs in G.1.340; non viribus aequts, 
182, in Aen. 12.218; magnos circumdare saltus, 303, 
in G. 1.140. The metaphor involved in talique placet 
dare lintea curae, 58, may be compared with G. 2.41 
pelagoque volans da vela patenti. Compare, also, 
Aen. 3. 186 dare lintea. Cursibus adquirunt vires, 
270, reminds one of Aen. 4.175 viresque adquirit 
eundo. Consumere campum, 289, is like Catullus, 35.7 
viam vorabit. The expressions validas vires, 156, 
and Pannonicae stirpis origo, 227, need not suggest 
the ‘tumor Africus’; Vergil has validas vires, Aen. 
6.833, and Romanae stirpis origo, Aen. 12.166. 
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Our Hellenic Heritage. By H. R. James. Volume I. 
With Maps and Illustrations. London: Macmillan 
and Company (1921). Pp. xiv + 408. 

It is the aim of the author of this book, as expressed 


in the Preface, 

to bring together just so much of the elements of 
Greek legend and history as should be the possession 
of every one born into the civilisation which we call 
European. This is taken to be, firstly, the substance 
of the immortal stories of Troy, the Wrath of Achilles, 
and the Homecoming of Odysseus, together with 
what help is lent to the enjoyment of these by Greek 
mythology and Greek archaeology; and secondly, 
the Greek story of the Great Deliverance, the preser- 
vation of the Hellenic polity or city-state, and its 
ideals of personal freedom and dignity and of consti- 
tutional government, against the menace of subjuga- 
tion by an oriental despotism. 

Itistheintention of the author,in a second volume,to deal 
as a part of a common plan, with the art and literature 
of Greece. The two volumes together are intended to 
form a course of Hellenic studies for schools which 
shall be relatively complete, and may, it is to be hoped, 
to some extent make good what is lost through the 
decline of the first-hand study of the Greek. 

Chapter I (1-15) gives a brief but suggestive state- 
ment of the Gifts of Hellas to the Modern World. 
In Chapter II (16-34) The Land and the People are 
described. Chapters III and IV (35-75) present 
brief sketches of the Gods and Heroes. Chapter V 
(76-104) and Chapter VII (132-193) tell, in great de- 
tail, the stories of the Iliad and the Odyssey. In the 
reviewer's opinion these two long chapters are of 
doubtful value. For pupils of tender years these 
narratives are too long, while older students should 
be given the best translations of the poems them- 
selves, or they should read certain books of Homer 
entire. Chapter VI (105-131) presents the results of 
the excavations at Ilium and Mycenae. 

Part II (197-408) is a historical sketch of the Struggle 
with Persia, in which the chief battles are described. 
This account of the Persian Wars is prefaced, however, 
by brief sketches of Ionians and Dorians, Sparta and 
Athens. 

On the basis of Volume I alone one can not, of course, 
pronounce upon the success of the author’s complete 
undertaking. What he has set out to do in this 
first volume he has done well and with accurate scholar- 
ship. It is the choice of subjects and the space allotted 
to them that cause doubts to arise in the mind of the 
reviewer. For example, in a work devoted to our 
heritage from Greece it seems unwise to give 150 pages 
to a description of the battles of the Persian Wars— 
events which are quite well treated in our numerous 
histories of Greece. 

I think, too, that for student use a work in one 
volume, even one of generous proportions, is to be 
preferred to two small ones. 

But this work of Mr. James certainly should be 
given a place on the reference shelf devoted to books 
on ancient Greece for younger students (High School 
or College). The second volume as planned would 
seem to give promise of greater usefulness for American 


students. 
BARNARD COLLEGE, CoLumata Universtry LARUE VAN Hook 
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